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The Al Ain Raceway also boasts a 
restaurant, shisha lounge and meeting 
rooms equipped with the latest 
technology and is an ideal venue for 
team building and corporate events. 
Exclusive use of the circuit needs to 
be booked in advance.
Al Ain Sportplex, Kattam Al 
Shaklah St 
www.alainraceway.com 
+971 3 768 6662

GOLF
Al Ain Equestrian, 
Shooting & Golf Club
In the foothills of the soaring Jebel 
Hafeet heights, AESGC is our Oasis 
City’s first 18-hole facility and a 

fantastic environment in which to 
absorb the recuperative majesty of 
the emirate’s second-largest city.

To ensure a consistent challenge, 
the picturesque, tranquil, Par 71 
is compelling, visually scenic, yet 
a relatively short challenge. With 
water in play on 12 holes, this stern 
but decidedly conquerable test also 
includes the Arabian Gulf’s longest Par 
5 – the mammoth, 678-yard Hole 10. 
To complement the 18-hole mainstay, 
there is also a floodlit, nine-hole, par 
three Academy Course – the ideal 
spot for a round of night golf. 
www.aesgc.ae
+971 3 768 4888

Al Ain Equestrian, Shooting & Golf Club
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Al Ain Golf Club
Near the Danat Al Ain Resort, this 
club boasts an 18 hole sand course, a 
clubhouse and a floodlit driving range. 
Handicaps gained here are valid 
internationally. Visitors are welcome, 
but should phone ahead.
Near Danat Al Ain Resort 
www.alainsandgolfclub.blogspot.com 
+971 3 768 6808

Hilton Al Ain Golf Club
This par three course has an average 
distance of about 80 yards between 
each hole and, although short in 

length, it can play tough. The course 
has nearly 30 bunkers and very 
small quick greens. It is open to non- 
members, and lessons are available.
Hilton Al Ain 
www.al-ain.hilton.com 
+971 3 768 6666

HIKING
The areas surrounding Al Ain are 
perfect for day hikes or long walks. 
The plantations scattered around the 
city provide gorgeous, shaded settings 
for long walks and quiet picnics. More 
experienced hikers shouldn’t miss 
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the Hanging Gardens hike, which 
showcases some of the most unusual 
and unexpected rock formations and 
plant life in the country. 

HORSE RIDING
The Al Ain Equestrian, Shooting and 
Golf Club has excellent facilities 
for the equestrian. Whether it’s 
learning to ride, looking to take part 
in competitions or be a spectator at 
regular races, this is the resort for you.
www.aesgc.ae 
+971 3 702 6405

SHOOTING
The Al Ain Equestrian, Shooting and 
Golf Club has excellent facilities for 
beginners, corporate groups and 
experienced shooters. The club is also 
a good resource for information on 
shooting tips, equipment advice, gun 
tips, and competition opportunities for 
registered member. 

Open 2pm – 10pm and closed 
on Sunday. 
www.aesgc.ae 
+971 3 702 5000
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SHOPPING MALLS
Al Ain 

Al Ain Mall
This bright, modern mall has over 175 
stores selling everything from greeting 
cards to gold jewellery. Entertainment 
facilities include cinema multiplex, 
ice rink, family amusement centre, 
bowling, and a spacious food court. 
www.alainmall.ae 
+971 3 766 0333

Al Foah Mall
This is Al Ain’s newest entertainment 
and shopping centre. From fashion 
to accessories, books to toys, 

homeware to restaurants, and a kids’  
entertainment area everything is  
under one roof. There is also a 12 
screen multiplex cinema.
www.alfoahmall.com 
+971 3 766 3560

Al Jimi Mall
Offers hundreds of shopping options 
in over 70 shops, including Womens’ 
Secret, Early Learning Centre, Nine 
West, Areej and Body Shop.
www.aljimimall.com 
+971 3 763 8883
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Bawadi Mall
The largest mall in Al Ain, Bawadi Mall 
has over 400 shops, representing both 
international and regional brands, and 
a range of high street and designer 
names, a food court and many casual 
dining outlets. Family entertainment 
includes a ski village, rollercoaster, an 
eight screen cinema and a bowling 
alley. The Heritage Village features 
beautiful Islamic architecture and 
shops selling classic souvenirs like gold, 
carpets and handicrafts in a traditional 
souk environment. There are also two 
outdoor markets, Bawadi and Al Qaws.
www.bawadimall.com 
+971 3 784 0000

Emirates Commercial Complex
Nearly 50 shops line the pavements 
of this mixed use complex that is 
particularly handy if you’re looking for 
souvenirs. One of the most popular 
outlets is Odel Style, where you can 
buy fabrics and readymade garments 
with a distinct Arabian feel.
+971 3 751 2111

Safeer Mall 
Revolving around the popular 
supermarket of the same name, 
Safeer Mall is on the way to Hili 
Archaeological Park. There are plenty 

of clothing and accessory shops to 
satisfy every shopper. 
+971 3 763 3215

Wahat Hili Mall
This neighbourhood shopping centre, 
which adjoins the five-star Hili Rayhaan 
by Rotana hotel and is close to the 
Oman border,  houses 160 shops, a 
ladies-only health club, an expansive 
entertainment zone and offers a wide 
choice of restaurants and cafes.
www.whmall.ae
+971 3 762 0207
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AL AIN SOUKS
Al Ain Souk
Also known as the Central or Old 
Souk, this is a great place to explore, 
savour the local atmosphere and 
practise your bargaining skills. The 
souk itself is a rather ramshackle 
affair but it is certainly different from 
many of the modern, air conditioned 
markets found elsewhere.

Muwajei Souk
This modern souk is a long strip of 
handy shops, including big guns like 
Choithram, Shoe Mart and The Body 
Shop. There is also a bakery, a baby 
shop, a butcher’s and a toy shop; even 
more outlets can be found across 
the road. 

Souk Al Bawadi & Souk Al Qaws
Both of these outdoor markets are 
attached to the huge Bawadi Mall. 
Souk Al Qaws features shops of a 
practical nature set among unique 
architecture, with over 40 service 
outlets including banks, money 
exchanges and travel agents. Souk Al 
Bawadi has more of a heritage feel, 
with over 50 shops selling traditional 
items and souvenirs.

Souk Al Zafarana
This is a jewel of a find which reflects 
true Emirati culture and tradition while 
being new. Whether you’re looking 
for traditional garments, incense 
or spices, henna or oud, or dallah 
(Arabian coffee pots) this is the 
marketplace for you. This is the new 
home of Al Ain’s old souk and features 
Mubdia Village, a section exclusively 
for women that is staffed by female 
shopkeepers. Open 10am to 1pm and 
8pm until midnight. 
Around the corner from Al Jimi Mall.
+971 3 762 1868



Souk Al Zafarana
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A DAY OUT 
IN AL AIN

Al Ain 

Al Ain Oasis

ITINERARY 1
Excite, Relax and Take a Walk 
on the Wild Side.

Morning 
Wake up at around 5:30am to catch 
the action at the Maqam camel 
racetrack outside Al Ain. Catch the 
excitement as owners follow their prize 
animals in 4x4s from the safety of the 
inner enclosure. Feel the pride as the 
trophies are awarded. Head back for 
breakfast and pool at the hotel.

Afternoon 
Wander through the ancient Al Ain 
Oasis and feel the cares of the world 
drain away. Be cooled by the wafting 
palms and see the traditional falaj 
irrigation system in action. Let your 
imagination take you back to the 
days when this was one of the most 
welcome sights on the Silk Route.

Evening 
Take a night time guided tour 
through the Al Ain Zoo with its night 
safari. Since many of its animals are 
nocturnal you get to see species that 
are hidden from you during the day.
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ITINERARY 2
History & New Horizons.

Morning 
Become immersed in Al Ain’s history 
by visiting its many forts. First, head to 
the impressive Al Jahili Fort and see 
the permanent display of the work of 
British explorer Wilfred Thesiger. Next 
head to the landscaped gardens of Al 
Ain’s oldest fort – Muraijib Fort – built 
in 1816. The more adventurous may 
cross the Omani border into Buraimi 
to explore Hili Fort.

Afternoon
Al Ain National Museum is varied 
enough to take up a full afternoon. 
Start your tour with a look through the 
archaeology section, which contains 

several artefacts from the nearby 
forts that you will have visited in the 
morning. Next head to the museum’s 
gifts section to see a collection of gifts 
given to the late Sheikh Zayed. End 
with the ethnography section which 
has a huge collection of Bedouin 
jewellery, musical instruments, 
weapons and a reconstruction of a 
traditional majlis.

Evening 
Set out late afternoon and head 
towards the towering Jebel Hafeet. 
If you time it well, you can enjoy the 
sunset while driving up one of the 
world’s most incredible roads. Before 
you reach the top, turn off for a break 
at the Mercure Hotel.
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ITINERARY 3
Hot Souvenirs, Warm Springs, Cool 
Golf and a Chilled Out Dinner.

Morning 
Wake up early to catch traders at the 
country’s last remaining camel market 

near the base of Jebel Hafeet and 
get up close to the desert way of life. 
Although you won’t buy a camel, take 
your wallet to buy some handmade 
camel accessories as they make 
great souvenir gifts. Later travel to the 
other side of Jebel Hafeet to explore 
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the bizarre landscape of Green 
Mubazzarah and its hot springs.

Afternoon 
Enjoy 18 holes of golf on the all grass 
course at Al Ain Equestrian, Shooting 
& Golf Club.

Evening 
The live entertainment and great food 
at Min Zaman in Al Ain Rotana attracts 
a large crowd so reserve a table 
before hand.
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AL GHARBIA 
(WESTERN REGION)

explore, experience 
and engage 

‘Where the desert meets the sea’, 
Al Gharbia makes up over two thirds of 
Abu Dhabi emirate. Along its hundreds 
of kilometres of coastline are stunning 
beaches and islands, which are 
gradually being developed for visitors. 

Al Gharbia is home to Liwa, a historic 
oasis town that sits at the entry to the 
Rub Al Khali (Empty Quarter) – the 
world’s largest sand desert. Prepare 
for the UAE’s most adventurous off-
road driving and some of its most 
incredible scenery.
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ATTRACTIONS
Al Gharbia 

Al Gharbia Watersports Festival
Approximately 120 kilometres from 
Abu Dhabi, the picturesque harbour 
town of Al Mirfa boasts a stunning 
coastline and hosts the annual Al 
Gharbia Watersports Festival, which 
is focused on encouraging visitors to 
explore this pristine and undiscovered 
area. The festival gathers together 
champions from across the globe 
and enthusiasts keen to take part in 
adrenaline inducing competitions 
such as kiteboarding, wake boarding 
and surf-ski kayaking. The 10 day 

festival is a family event, where 
visitors are encouraged to kick back 
and relax. Camping facilities are 
provided for participants and visitors, 
with live evening entertainment, kids 
play areas and a magical ‘Sunset 
Souk,’ a traditional market that opens 
as the sun goes down every day. 
Professional trainers and instructors 
are on hand, offering free sessions 
for those wanting to learn more about 
watersport activities.
www.algharbiafestivals.com
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Al Mirfa Public Beach
Home to the Al Gharbia Watersports 
Festival, this is Al Gharbia’s only 
developed beach. It’s almost never 
crowded and there is a small town 
nearby where you can buy supplies for 
a night of camping or a day of enjoying 
the turquoise waters. It’s one of the 
region’s best kept secrets.
Al Mirfa, Public Beach, Al Gharbia

Arabian Wildlife Park
On Sir Bani Yas Island – the core 
component of the planned Desert 
Islands multi-experiential destination 
240 kilometres west of Abu Dhabi 
– the Arabian Wildlife Park, which 
is home to more than 10,000 free 

roaming animals, takes up more 
than half of the island. Guests at the 
boutique Desert Islands Resort & Spa 
by Anantara can take 4x4 Nature & 
Wildlife Drives of the park in specially 
made vehicles accompanied by expert 
island staff. Alternatively, guests of the 
Danat Resort Jebel Dhanna can book 
a three hour tour. There are many 
Arabian Oryx, gazelles and giraffes, 
along with the newest arrivals, hyenas 
and cheetahs. Flight transfers are 
available from Al Bateen Airport in Abu 
Dhabi and there’s a ferry service from 
Jebel Dhanna.
Sir Bani Yas Island, Jebel Dhanna 
www.desertislands.com 
+971 2 801 5400

Arabian Wildlife Park
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Archeological Site on Sir Bani 
Yas Island
Open to the public, this is the UAE’s 
only discovered Christian monastery. 
Believed to have been built around 
600 AD, it was initially discovered on 
the island during excavations in 1992. 
Two decades since its discovery, and 
more than a thousand years since 
it was built, the public can visit the 
site and experience another piece 
of the rich tapestry that makes up 
the UAE’s fascinating history. A new 
phase of work is currently underway 
by archaeologists, and treasures are 
still being unearthed, making the site 
a significant focal point for history 
enthusiasts worldwide.
Sir Bani Yas Island, Jebel Dhanna
www.desertislands.com 
+971 2 406 1400

Delma Island
Inhabited for over 7,000 years, Delma 
Island was once one of the Gulf’s 
most important pearl diving centres, 
and it still maintains strong links to its 
maritime heritage. Just 30 kilometres 
off the mainland, it can be visited by 
ferries from Jebel Dhanna. With a 
good supply of fresh water, the island 
is surprisingly fertile, with many farms 
and plantations growing a wide variety 
of produce.

Dune Bashing 
The vast expanse of desert that lies 
outside the Liwa oasis is perfect for 
adrenaline fuelled off-road driving. 
With 300 metre dunes and long 
sand valleys, you’ll never get bored 
of desert driving. Rent a four wheel 
drive from Abu Dhabi, get a good map 
and explore to your heart’s content – 
but go in convoy – never go into the 
desert alone.

Liwa Dunes
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Emirates National Auto Museum
Some 45 kilometres south of Abu 
Dhabi city, this impressive pyramid 
houses an assortment of cars from one 
dedicated collector: Sheikh Hamad 
Bin Hamdan Al Nahyan. The museum 
is home to almost 200 cars, including a 
vast collection of off-road vehicles and 
classic American cars, the Sheikh’s 
rainbow collection of Mercedes and 
the world’s largest truck. Some of this 
impressive collection was featured in 
the BBC television programme Top 
Gear. Even if you’re not particularly 
interested in cars, this is a fascinating 
collection and a great place to stop 
on the way to or from Liwa. Opening 
times are 9am to 6pm seven days a 
week, but are subject to change. Entry 
is AED 50 (US $13.50) and children 
under 10 are free.
South of Abu Dhabi
Hamim Road, Off E11 
www.enam.ae 
+971 55 749 2155

Tel Moreeb 
Considered as one of the world’s 
tallest sand dunes, Tel Moreeb is 
over 300 metres high and the 50 
degree incline to the top makes it a 
prime destination for motor sports 
enthusiasts. Each year, the region’s 
most powerful four wheel drives, quad 
bikes and dirt bikes compete in the 
Moreeb Hill Climb event, arranged by 
the Abu Dhabi Motors Club, which is 
part of the Liwa International Festival 
in February. It’s well worth the trip if 
you think you can handle the constant 
humming of super modified engines 
and loud Arabic music. The large flat 
area at the base of the dune acts as 
the base camp for competitors and 
spectators of the annual Abu Dhabi 
Desert Challenge cross country rally.
www.admc.ae
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HERITAGE
Al Gharbia 

Al Dhafra Camel Festival
Featuring nearly 24,000 camels and 
attracting several thousand spectators 
every December, this is one of 
the world’s largest desert heritage 
events. Camel breeders come from 
throughout the region to compete in 
this massive camel beauty pageant 
that celebrates local culture. The 
event takes place on a huge, barren 
plain that transforms into a lively city 
of tents, four wheel drives, handicraft 
shops and, of course, camels.
Madinat Zayed City
www.algharbiafestivals.ae
+971 2 621 5300

Liwa Date Festival
Held each year in July, the Liwa Date 
Festival promotes and celebrates the 
symbolic and historic role that the 
date palm plays in Emirati culture. 
The festival revolves around the date 
competition, in which Emirati farms vie 
for the title of best date grower. Non-
locals can attend and it’s an incredible 
way to experience Emirati culture up 
close. Prizes are given for the top 
dates in each category and there is 
a live date auction where some dates 
sell for over AED 6,000 (US $1,650) 
per kilo.
Liwa 
www.algharbiafestivals.ae 



140

SPORTS & 
RECREATION

Al Gharbia 

Dune Dashing

Off-Road Driving
The massive Empty Quarter dunes 
present an awesome driving 
challenge. If you’re in the emirate 
during the cooler months and you like 
adventure, rent a four wheel drive, find 
a group of eager drivers (you’ll need at 
least three vehicles; never drive alone 
in the desert) and set out for the sand. 
Be sure that your vehicle is insured 
for off-road use and that you have 
the proper equipment. If you’ve never 
driven off road, you should first learn 
the ropes with one of the several tour 
companies in Abu Dhabi.

Camping 
A trip to the desert isn’t complete 
without a night under the stars. You 
can arrange camping adventures 
with a tour company or rent a four 
wheel drive and buy the equipment 
yourself. Camping supplies are 
surprisingly cheap in the emirate and 
there is no need to buy high quality 
equipmentPlese take your litter home 
with you – the desert is a sensitive 
eco-environment. Please respect and 
protect it.
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A DAY OUT 
IN AL GHARBIA

Al Gharbia 

Mirfa Hotel

Guests at the growing number 
of hotels in Al Gharbia have a host 
of adventure activities to keep 
them occupied:

ITINERARY 1
Sunbathe, Swim and Dine.

Morning
Head off to the public beach at the 
picturesque harbour town of Mirfa. 

The water is practically untouched, 
perfect for a morning in the sun and 
for swimming or activities with the 
Western Marine Sports Club.

Evening
Make a reservation at the Zaitoun 
restaurant at the Danat Resort Jebel 
Dhanna for a masterful menu of 
Arabian Gulf and North African dishes.
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Liwa Dunes

ITINERARY 2
Desert Driving, Dune Barbecues 
and Moonlit Campfires.

Morning
Head towards the Liwa oasis at dawn 
and prepare for one of the most 
incredible landscapes you’ll ever 
witness. Once you reach the crescent 
shaped Liwa oasis, take some time to 
drive between the small towns that 
populate this fertile area. This will 
be your last stop for supplies before 
heading into the massive dunes, so 
make sure you are prepared, and that 
there is more than one vehicle in your 
party; never venture into the desert 
alone. Once past the Liwa oasis, you’ll 
quickly be blown away by the sheer 
size of the dunes. Find yourselves an 
area to camp and pitch your tents.

Afternoon
Fire up barbecues, cook yourselves a 
meal and get ready to blast through 
the dunes. If you’re camping with a 
guided tour, hold on tight while the 
experienced drivers take you on a drive 
you’ll never forget. You should also try 
your hand at sand boarding, the desert 
equivalent of snow boarding.

Evening
There’s nothing like sitting around a 
campfire with good friends and great 
food. Start preparing your evening 
feast, heat up the barbecue and put 
some wood in the fire pit. As you wait 
for the coals to heat up, climb the 
highest sand dune you can and watch 
what might be the most majestic 
sunset of your life; the long shadows 
cast by the dunes only magnify their 
incredible size. Head back to camp, 
feast like a king, then sit back and 
enjoy the company of good friends 
and endless stars.
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EVENTS
Abu Dhabi

The emirate’s packed events 
calendar means visitors can join in a 
host of world-class experiences. 

To find out what is on during your 
stay, event information can be 
found at www.visitabudhabi.ae and  
www.abudhabievents.ae

December – February January

International Emirates Photography 
Competition Exhibition
Running under the broad theme 
of ‘Decisive Moment’, this highly 
acclaimed annual international 
competition showcases professional 
and amateur photography vying for a 
share of the prize purse of over US$ 
135,000. Up to 300 entries, selected 
by a jury of international experts, will 
go on display. Entrance is free. The 
winning photos are also published in 
a book. 
www.ephotoc.net

Abu Dhabi HSBC Golf Championship
Expect the Unexpected characterises 
this annual PGA Tour curtain raiser. 
Held at Abu Dhabi Golf Club, the 
championship has an engaging 
spectator village and after-play 
entertainment to make it a great day out. 
www.abudhabigolfchampionship.com
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February March/April

March

Gourmet Abu Dhabi
This is a ‘lifestyle gastronomic 
extravaganza’ featuring a star-studded 
cast of Michelin-star chefs and special 
guests, master classes, industry 
insights from hospitality experts, 
and Chateau and gourmet dinners 
hosted by a range of the UAE capital’s 
top hotels.
www.gourmetabudhabi.ae

Abu Dhabi Festival
This highly successful international 
festival advances classical music and 
fine arts among Abu Dhabi residents 
and visitors. A culturally-rich and 
diverse event, it features world-class 
performances from Placido Domingo, 
the majestic Spanish tenor, and 
Mariinsky Ballet, the revered Russian 
ballet company.
www.abudhabifestival.ae

Abu Dhabi International Triathlon
This annual event attracts the world’s 
best triathletes and international 
amateurs. The race is contested 
across three distances. The 223kms 
main ‘long course’ boasts a gruelling 
3km swim, a 200km cycle and 20km 
closing run. The ‘short’ course, at half 
the length, has a 1.5km swim, a 100km 
cycle and a 10 km run, while the sprint 
course – which can be run as a team 
relay – has a 750m swim, a 50km bike 
and 5km run.
www.abudhabitriathlon.com

Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge
March/April
This is one of the world’s most 
prestigious international cross country 
rallies an runs annually. This five-day 
motor sport spectacle is organised by 
the Automobile and Touring Club of 
the UAE and is the season-opening 
round of both the FIA Cross Country 
Rally World Cup and the FIM Cross 
Country Rallies World Championship.
www.abudhabidesertchallenge.com.
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April

July

June/July

August

Abu Dhabi International Book Fair 
Held annually at Abu Dhabi National 
Exhibition Centre, this is the Arabian 
Gulf’s fastest-growing book fair with in 
excess of 600,000 titles on display. 
www.adbookfair.com

Al Gharbia Watersports Festival
An all-watersports extravaganza on 
the beach in the charming fishing 
town of Mirfa in Al Gharbia – Abu 
Dhabi’s Western Region. The festival 
is filled with wonder, water and world-
class athletes. From kiteboards and 
surf ski kayaks in the waves to chilled-
out camping and concerts on shore, 
the UAE’s wettest, wildest week. 
www.algharbia.ae

Liwa Date Festival
This annual event explores the 
intricacies of date production and the 
varied products this desert fruit is now 
lending itself to. A fascinating insight 
into many desert traditions, the festival 
includes a date beauty contest, a date 
auction and educational sessions on 
how to care for palm trees.
www.liwadatesfestival.ae

SummerFest Abu Dhabi
A mega summer promotion with 
spectacular flight, attraction and hotel 
deals, this is a month-long blockbuster, 
family-centric event packed full of 
fun, entertainment, action-packed 
activities and shows.
www.summerinabudhabi.ae

EidFest Abu Dhabi
Our Eid. Your Eid – A concept which 
brings a collection of celebratory 
activities to Abu Dhabi’s visitors and 
residents, this third edition of the bi-
annual festival, centres on the Islamic 
festivities of Eid Al Fitr and brings to 
life, once again, the spirit of sharing.
www.eidfestabudhabi.ae 
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September

October

October/November

Abu Dhabi Hunting & Equestrian 
Exhibition (ADIHEX)
This is the Arabian Gulf’s most 
renowned hunting and equestrian 
exhibition where visitors can enjoy 
camel auctions, saluki and falcon 
beauty contests, art and coffee-
making competitions and a variety 
of traditional hunting and equestrian 
activities.
www.adihex.com

EidFest Abu Dhabi
Our Eid. Your Eid – A concept which 
brings a collection of celebratory 
activities to Abu Dhabi’s visitors and 
residents, this third edition of the bi-
annual festival, centres on the Islamic 
festivities of Eid Al Fitr and brings to 
life, once again, the spirit of sharing.
www.eidfestabudhabi.ae

Formula 1® Etihad Airways Abu 
Dhabi Grand Prix
The highlight of Abu Dhabi’s annual 
motorsport calendar, the Grand Prix 
is held at the state-of-the-art Yas 
Marina Circuit, although the entire 
city catches race fever. A fan zone on 
the Corniche takes the event beyond 
the racetrack, while nightly circuit 
concerts by international stars bring 
added value for race goers.
www.yasmarinacircuit.ae

Yasalam – Pulse of the capital
Ten days of fun-filled activities and 
shows surrounding the Abu Dhabi 
Grand Prix. An interactive F1 fan 
zone, free concerts during Beats on 
the Beach weekend, film screenings 
by the sea and a chance to break a 
Guinness World Record for sand-
castle building.
www.yasalam.ae
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November

November / December

Abu Dhabi Art
A popular art fair and a modern and 
contemporary art platform with public 
programmes, Abu Dhabi Art brings 
together leading art galleries from 
across the world. Showcasing a variety 
of works, from museum-quality pieces 
to those by emerging artists, the event 
is at the UAE Pavilion and Manarat 
Al Saadiyat on Saadiyat Island. Entry 
is free. Participants have to register 
and some areas have age restrictions. 
Workshops are charged.
www.abudhabiartfair.ae

Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Global 
Arabian Flat Racing Festival 
Suit up in your Sunday best and head 
to Abu Dhabi Equestrian Club for the 
finale of the Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed 
Global Arabian Flat Racing Festival 
– a globetrotting 10–race series. 
Launched to increase the global 
diversity of purebred Arabian horse 
racing, this year’s event also includes 
the finale of the inaugural Sheikha 
Fatima bint Mubarak Ladies World 
Championship – the first international 
purebred Arabian series specifically-
created for female jockeys. Entrance 
is free.
www.sheikhmansoorfestival.com

Coutts Polo at the Palace
Coutts Polo at the Palace takes place 
at the Emirates Palace hotel with a 
‘Palace Rules’ concept designed by 
the world’s best players to enhance 
the spectator experience.
www.citypoloseries.com

2013 Al Ain Aerobatic Show
Start the UAE National Day 
celebrations in the Oasis City with the 
10th Al Ain Aerobatic Show. This family 
event pays tribute to the country’s rich 
culture and heritage with a series of 
UAE themed aerial displays and on-
ground attractions, performances and 
activities.
www.alainaerobaticshow.com
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December

All year round

UAE National Day
2 December 
This annual two day festival on 
Abu Dhabi’s Corniche features live 
concerts and entertainment as the 
city literally comes alive with joyful 
and exuberant celebration. Buildings 
are decorated with thousands of 
lights, which illuminate the city with 
brilliant colour.

Al Dhafrah Camel Festival
Held in Madinat Zayed in Abu 
Dhabi’s Al Gharbia (Western) region, 
this annual festival celebrates the 
importance of the ship of the desert 
in Emirati society. An intriguing insight 
into the relationship of this crucial 
desert animal and man, the festival is 
a visitor experience with a difference 
and includes the world’s only camel 
beauty contest.
www.algharbia.ae 
www.algharbiafestivals.com

ADNEC Exhibitions & Shows
Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre 
(ADNEC) is the region’s largest and 
most modern facility of its kind. 
Throughout the year it hosts a variety 
of exhibitions and entertainment 
shows. The ADNEC complex includes 
luxury hotels, restaurants and a marina. 
www.adnec.ae

Yas Island Shows
A wide range of entertainment shows 
and concerts take place in Yas Island’s 
Du Arena and Du Forum organised by 
Flash Entertainment.
www.thinkflash.ae

Mubadala World Tennis Championship 
– Abu Dhabi
Six of the world’s top ten players 
compete for the ‘winner takes all’ US 
$250,000 prize. 
Staged yearly at Abu Dhabi 
International Tennis Complex, Zayed 
Sports City, and presented by Flash 
Entertainment, this is one of the 
Arabian Gulf’s fastest-growing and 
most popular sporting events. 
www.mubadalawtc.com 
www.thinkflash.ae
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Afghanistan �  02- 6655560

Algeria � 02- 4448949 

Angola� 02- 4477042

Argentina � 02- 4436838 

Armenia � 02- 4444196 

Australia � 02- 6346100 

Austria � 02- 6766611 

Azerbaijan� 02- 6662848

Bahrain � 02- 6657500 

Bangladesh�  02- 4465100 

Belarus � 02- 4453399 

Belgium�  02- 6319449 

Belize � 02- 6333554 

Benin� 02- 6394665

Bosnia & Herzegovina � 02- 6444164

Brazil � 02- 6320606 

Brunei Darussalam � 02- 4486999 

Canada � 02- 6940300 

Foreign 
Embassies in UAE

China � 02- 4434276 

Czech Republic � 02- 6782800 

Egypt � 02- 4445566 

Eritrea � 02- 6331838 

Finland � 02- 6328927 

France � 02- 4435100 

Germany � 02- 6446693 

Greece � 02- 4492550 

Guinea� 02- 6653166

Hungary � 02- 6766190 

India � 02- 4492700 

Indonesia � 02- 4454448 

Iran � 02- 4447618 

Iraq� 02- 6655152

Ireland� 02- 4958200

Italy � 02- 4435622 

Japan � 02- 4435696 

Jordan � 02- 4447100 
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Kazakhstan� 02- 4476623

Kenya � 02- 6666300 

Kuwait � 02- 4477146 

Lebanon � 02- 4492100 

Libya � 02- 4450030 

Malaysia � 02- 4482775 

Mauritania�  02- 4462724 

Morocco � 02- 4433973 / 74

Nepal� 02- 6344767

Netherlands � 02- 6958000

Nigeria� 02- 6166219

Norway � 02- 6211221 

Oman � 02- 4463333 

Pakistan � 02- 4447800 

Palestine � 02- 4471440

Philippines � 02- 6345664 / 665

Poland � 02- 4465200 

Qatar � 02- 4493300 

Romania � 02- 4459919 

Russia � 02- 6721797 

Saudi Arabia � 02- 4445700 

Senegal � 02- 6336929 

Slovakia � 02- 6321674 

Somalia � 02- 6669700 

South Africa � 02- 4473446 

South Korea � 02- 6439122

Spain � 02- 6269544 

Sri Lanka � 02- 6316444 

Sudan � 02- 4446699 

Sweden � 02- 6210162 

Switzerland � 02- 6274636 

Syria � 02- 4448768 

Tanzania � 02- 6313088 

Thailand � 02- 6421772

Tunisia � 02- 6811331 

Turkey � 02- 4460941

Ukraine � 02- 6327586 

United Kingdom � 02- 6101100

USA � 02- 4142200 

Yemen � 02- 4448457
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...Markets & Souks	 127
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Bawadi Mall	 126
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C	
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Cricket	 78
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D	
Delma Island	 137
Desert Safaris	 25
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Getting Around	 15
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154

Gold Jewellery	 90
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...Abu Dhabi	 79
...Al Ain	 122 
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H	
Hamdan Centre	 100
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Itineraries
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J
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K	
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L	
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Souk Al Bawadi & Souk Al Qaws	 126
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Souks	 98



156
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Tour Operators	 25,28
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W	
Wahat Hili Mall	 126
Water Adventure	 51
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Wadi Adventure	 113

Y	
Yas Beach	 65
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Yas Perfumes	 94
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Z	
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and Research	 58
Zayed Sports City	 85
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WHERE YOU’LL  
FIND ABU DHABI  
TOURISM & CULTURE  
AUTHORITY OFFICES

Australia 
Level 13, 338 Pitt Street
Sydney NSW 2000, Australia
Tel: +61 2 826 85533
Fax: +61 2 926 80243
australia@tcaabudhabi.ae

Russia
29, Serebryanicheskaya emb., 
8 floor Business Center Silver 
City, Moscow, Russia, 109028
Tel: +7 495 937 5621
Fax: +7 495 937 5951 
russia@tcaabudhabi.ae

USA
Trump Tower, 22nd Floor
725 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10022
Tel:  +1 212 338 0101
usa@tcaabudhabi.ae

Abu Dhabi
PO Box 94000 Abu Dhabi 
United Arab Emirates
Tel: +971 2 444 0444 
Fax: +9712 444 0400
info@tcaabudhabi.ae

Al Ain
Ali Bin Abi Taleb Street
PO Box 59333, Al Ain 
United Arab Emirates
Tel: +971 3 764 2000
Fax: +971 3 764 4456
info@tcaabudhabi.ae

Germany
Goethestrasse 27
60313 Frankfurt, Germany
Tel: +49 69 299 253 920
Fax: +49 69 299 253 911
germany@tcaabudhabi.ae

Italy
Via Pietrasanta 14
20141 Milan, Italy
Tel: +39 02 573 78315 
Fax: +39 02 573 78572
italy@tcaabudhabi.ae

India
M-2, Mezzanine Floor
Kanchenjunga Building
18, Barakhamba Road
New Delhi - 110001, India
Tel: +91 11 23737348
Fax : +91 11 2335027
india@tcaabudhabi.ae

Saudi Arabia 
Boungainvillea  
Center-Malik Road,
P.O Box 116117, 
Jeddah, 21391 KSA 
Tel: +966 56 767 9941
ksa-office@tcaabudhabi.ae

United Kingdom & Ireland
1 Knightsbridge
London SW1X 7LY, UK
Tel: +44 207 201 6400
Fax: +44 207 210 6426
uk@tcaabudhabi.ae

China 
18th Floor, Unit 18-08
East Tower of Twin Towers, No. 
B12, Jianguomenwai Avenue,
Chaoyang District, Beijing, 
100600
People’s Republic of China
Tel: +86 10 8532 6366
china@tcaabudhabi.ae

France
16, Rue Ballu  
75009 Paris, France
Tel: +33 1 53 25 03 52
Fax: +33 1 53 25 11 12
france@tcaabudhabi.ae
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Abu Dhabi is the largest of the seven 
emirates that make up the United Arab 
Emirates, with over 80% of its land mass. It is 
also home to the country’s capital city, Abu 
Dhabi

The United Arab Emirates is on the Arabian Peninsula
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